CHAPTER NINE
<AVRO 504'

I FEEL that a fairly full account of the ' Avro 504/5'
history should be given in view of the fact that this
machine has been so extensively used all over the
world, perhaps being to the aircraft industry what
Henry Ford's famous Model ' T' was to the motor-
car industry. This, too, in spite of the modifications,
improvements and disimprovements it laboured under
from 1913 to 1931. The new metal version of the
' Avro' which has been introduced since I sold my
interest in A, V. Roe and Company, Ltd., is very
similar to the old * 504' in appearance.

When the ' 504' was introduced in 1913 the appear-
ance and general efficiency were excellent with com-
paratively small horse power, but officialdom insisted
on a number of modifications with the result that its
efficiency fell off considerably. So an order went forth
to scrap these modifications and revert to the original
machine. However, this did not last long as heavier
and more powerful engines had to be installed which
necessitated strengthening certain parts.

I think I ought to point out, in view of the fact that
various people have been mentioned as being respon-
sible for this machine's design, that I not only drew the
original general arrangements, the plans of which I
have in my safe at home, but practically all the
details.

The unit construction seating arrangement, control,
joystick, rudder-bar, the original central skid under-
carriage were all planned by myself, The under-
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